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From the Director’s Desk
By:

Theodore DeBaene, P.E., CFM Executive Director

FEMA’s Risk Rating 2.0
One of the latest buzz terms in Floodplain Management circles is Risk
Rating 2.0. In an effort to become conversant on the issue, I logged into the
ASFPM’s Flood Insurance Committee Call. My timing was excellent as
FEMA had just made a big announcement on Risk Rating 2.0, two days earlier.
Risk Rating 2.0 is a new approach to setting flood insurance premiums. It is felt that the current
system is not comprehensive enough. It does not properly assess risk. The only tangible
consideration at this time is that it must reflect replacement costs. The more expensive the dwelling
the higher the rate. There was no information on how this would be accomplished. There is also no
information on what else will be considered.
Apparently, all kinds of data will be input into a big black box. Then individual information on a
specific dwelling will be input and the rate will pop out.
This amazing device will be ready for nationwide utilization in April, 2020.
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Floodplain Management 101
Melissa Becker, CFM
LFMA Region 6 Representative
Membership Chair, Treasurer

As I worked to update our membership records, I noticed a
turnover in local Floodplain Managers due to retirement or
change of jobs. I spoke with many members who expressed a
need for some basic training. It seems some were told “You’re
the Floodplain Manager”, but what does that really mean? While
attending a Watershed Discovery meeting in my area, that need was again vocalized with
one attendee saying “I don’t know what I don’t know”! I happened to be sitting at a
table with Ben Pylant and Josh Walker with Halff & Associates. As Region 6
Representative, I wanted to reach out to the members in my Region and Halff was very
interested in supporting LFMA. They offered to partner with LFMA and my office, the
Rapides Area Planning Commission to bring the training to Alexandria. Once the word
got out, the interest expanded outside of my Region. We ended up with 40 registrants.
The presentation was just what was needed. We had a lot of interaction and the
discussion and feedback from attendees was great. Here is a link to the presentation,
http://bit.ly/2EOmwrb . It is my hope that other Region Reps will follow suit and set up
training sessions in their regions with topics of local interest.
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Floodplain Management 101, cont.

Josh Walker
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Membership Renewal

Membership in the Louisiana Flood Plain Management Association includes
representatives from all levels of government (floodplain administrators, permit officials,
agency personnel), the private sector (planners, engineers, surveyors, realtors, bankers,
lenders, and insurance agents), and the university community. Full members, any public
or private professional or elected official involved in flood management, may vote on
Association issues, serve on committees, and receive discounts on Association activities.
Student members are full or part-time students with an interest in floodplain
management. Although students cannot vote, they may participate on committees.

To become a member, please visit our ONLINE MEMBERSHIP PORTAL.

You may also complete and mail the LFMA Membership Application or go to LFMA’s
webpage and fill out the online form. Full membership dues are $50 and student
membership dues are $20.
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Availability of NAI How-To Guides to Achieve a
Resilient Community
Submitted by Toby Fruge
In 2013, The ASFPM Board of Directors approved the development of seven No Adverse Impact (NAI)
“How-To-Guides.” This was a direct result of feedback from ASFPM members who used the NAI Toolkit
which provided examples of NAI techniques, but didn’t go into detail about how these techniques
could be implemented in a “real world” setting. The ASFPM Foundation provided funding for the development of these How-To-Guides.
The NAI Toolkit identified seven “building blocks” or areas of community involvement that can have an
impact, and the How-To-Guides are in alignment with these seven areas:
Hazard identification and floodplain mapping
Education and outreach
Planning
Regulations and development standards

Mitigation
Infrastructure
Emergency Services
Six of the seven guides have been completed and are available on the ASFPM website. Content for the
seventh guide, Emergency Services, has been completed and is in its final design stage and will be posted to the website soon.
The How-To-Guides’ ultimate goal is to encourage communities to take a different approach to managing development that results in reduced flood risk; this can be accomplished by incorporating NAI techniques into a community’s flood risk reduction activities. The How-To-Guides break down the information by topic in a user-friendly way that is easily understood and that communities can apply to
their own unique circumstances. The Foundation truly believes the more NAI techniques
a community implements, the better prepared the community is for the next flood
event – not if, but WHEN it occurs.
Communities striving for a more resilient future in the aftermath of a flood event should
consider using these guides. The How-To-Guides can be found on the ASFPM website by
clicking here.
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Jerri Daniels and Andy Bobe Promoted in
Dewberry’s Gulf Coast Offices
Fairfax, VA—February 6, 2019
Dewberry, a privately held professional services firm, announced
that Jerri Daniels, CFM, has been promoted to associate vice
president in the firm’s New Orleans, Louisiana, office, and Andy
Bobe, PE, has been promoted to senior associate in its Daphne,
Alabama, office.
Jerri Daniels has been in the consulting industry for 18 years, and
has been with Dewberry for nearly 10. She works in the firm’s
central water resources department and serves as the project
manager for several Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development contracts. She focuses primarily on the implementation of the FEMA Cooperating Technical Partnership program,
which includes updates to Flood Insurance Rate Maps.
Daniels earned a master’s in geography from the University of Alabama (2000) and a bachelor’s in
biology-environmental science from Auburn University at Montgomery (1998). She is a member of
the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Association of State Floodplain Managers, Texas
Floodplain Management Association, and the Louisiana Floodplain Management Association where
she serves as a Region II representative.
Andy Bobe is a senior project manager in the site/civil department, and has more than 16 years of
experience in the industry. He works in a number of capacities within the department, including
projects related to hydraulics, drainage, water and wastewater infrastructure, and transportation.
Bobe earned a bachelor’s in civil engineering from the University of South Alabama (2003) and is a
professional engineer in Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi. He is a member of ASCE and the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying.
About Dewberry
Dewberry is a leading, market-facing firm with a proven history of providing professional services
to a wide variety of public- and private-sector clients. Recognized for combining unsurpassed commitment to client service with deep subject matter expertise, Dewberry is dedicated to solving clients’ most complex challenges and transforming their communities. Established in 1956, Dewberry
is headquartered in Fairfax, Virginia, with more than 50 locations and 2,000+ professionals nationwide. To learn more, visit www.dewberry.com.
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National Dams Inventory Available for
Public Access
The National Inventory of Dams (NID) is a
congressionally authorized database
documenting dams in the United States and its
territories. It is maintained and published by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and,
in collaboration with FEMA, aims to obtain
more accurate and complete information about
dams. The NID is now available for public
download.
Historically, the NID has been published every two years. Starting in 2019, the NID will be updated
annually.

The NID consists of dams meeting at least one of the following criteria:
• High hazard potential classification - loss of human life is likely if the dam fails.
• Significant hazard potential classification - no probable loss of human life but can cause economic
loss, environmental damage, disruption of lifeline facilities or impact other concerns.
• Equal to or exceed 25 feet in height and exceed 15 acre-feet in storage.
• Equal to or exceed 50 acre-feet storage and exceed 6 feet in height.
Data collection has been focused on the most reliable data sources, from the many federal and state
government dam construction and regulation offices. In most cases, dams within the NID criteria are
regulated (e.g., construction permit, inspection, and/or enforcement) by federal or state agencies, who
have basic information on the dams within their jurisdiction.
To access and download the database visit: http://nid.usace.army.mil. For further information on the
National Inventory of Dams visit: https://www.fema.gov/2018-national-inventory-dams.
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600-acre marsh restoration complete in
Cameron Parish
By Tristan Baurick, NOLA.com | The Times -Picayune

The state has rebuilt 600 acres of salt marsh along the rapidly eroding coast in southwest Louisiana.

The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority spent about $31 million restoring the Oyster Bayou
marsh near the Calcasieu Ship Channel in Cameron Parish. Completed this month, the project
included 2.5 miles of earthen terrace that will help protect the coastline from future erosion.
Saltwater intrusion from the Gulf of Mexico, hurricane damage and other factors had converted the
marsh to shallow, open water in recent decades.
The CPRA used sediment dredged from the Gulf to fill in the marsh. The dredge site was about five
miles south of Cameron Parish.

Full story here.

Before

After
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Coastal projects draft plan discussed

The Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority projects $738 million in spending for the
2020 fiscal year, with $505 million outlined for construction, according to its draft annual plan.
Bren Haase, CPRA executive director, discussed the draft plan during a public hearing Tuesday at the
Lake Charles Civic Center. There are 12 active projects listed for the Southwest Region, with six in
construction and six in the engineering and design phases. The region includes Calcasieu, Cameron and
Vermilion parishes.
Some projects in construction include $35.4 million in shoreline stabilization at Rockefeller Refuge; $27
million for restoration at Rabbit Island; and $26 million for Cameron-Creole freshwater introduction.
Full story here.
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CPRA Launches New Website Tool
The Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) yesterday announced a new website
tool that highlights past, current and future projects across Louisiana’s 20 coastal parishes.
Using the existing website interface of the Coastal Information Management System (CIMS), the Parish
Fact Sheets tool generates parish-specific data.

The tool features an interactive map that allows users to hover over and identify individual coastal
Louisiana parishes for fact sheet generation. Fact sheets detail parish-specific coastal projects
completed since CPRA’s inception in 2007, work underway, and work outlined in the 2017 Coastal
Master Plan to protect and restore the coast.
Read the rest here.

Lake Pontchartrain Project Partnering
Agreement Inked
Louisiana Governor, John Bel Edwards, participated last week in the signing ceremony of a project
partnering agreement (PPA) with the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA),
USACE and the Pontchartrain Levee District (PLD) for the West Shore Lake Pontchartrain project.
The event at the PLD, 2069 Railroad Avenue, Lutcher, Louisiana, were hosted by PLD President Ricky
Bosco and PLD Executive Director Monica Gorman.
“The Coastal Master Plan called for this large-scale hurricane protection project, and now that we have
the funding we’re wasting no time in moving it forward. We have 60,000 people who will benefit by
having their homes, families, jobs and communities better protected from the increasing threat of
tropical storm surge,” said Governor Edwards.
Full story here.
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Congratulations Jennifer Gerbasi!

To connect with the ESWG, submit comments or suggestions to FEMA’s IdeaScale
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Project to raise homes, move families in
Southwest Coastal Louisiana moves
forward
By Sara Sneath, NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune
A study to determine which homes in Southwest Coastal Louisiana will qualify for voluntary relocation or
elevation recently received funding after much back-and-forth between parish officials and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.
While financing for the study only accounts for a small chunk of the overall project, it represents the first time
a non-structural project within the state’s coastal master plan has been given funding, said Coastal Protection
and Restoration Authority of Louisiana Board Chairman Chip Kline. Flood proofing businesses, home elevations
and voluntary home acquisitions are all considered non-structural measures. The most recent version of the
50-year plan estimates 26,569 homes and businesses across Louisiana will be eligible for help, at a cost of
more than $6 billion.
Read the rest here.

New national flood insurance rates could hit
hard in New Orleans
FEMA is now considering adding flooding from heavy rains when defining flood zones
Author: Paul Murphy / Eyewitness News
NEW ORLEANS — Flood insurance premiums could rise while property values fall under a plan to change the
way risk is calculated under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
Right now, the Federal Emergency Management Agency uses flood zone maps as the primary tool to
determine rates.
The new rating system, however, would also consider the distance a building is from the coast or other water
source, the cost to rebuild and different types of flooding, such as from an intense rainfall.
Full story here.
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Continuing Education Committee
Reminder!
LFMA is striving to offer educational opportunities throughout the year at the Annual Conference, Workshops,
and partnering with FEMA and others to bring classes like the Floodplain Management 101 to our members. If
you have ideas for educational opportunities in your community or association wide, please reach out to our
Continuing Education Committee Chair, Michelle Gonzales at mgonzales@rostan.com.
Please check your email address listed with LFMA in Memberclicks and your profile with ASFPM to ensure both
are using the same email address. This will help to ensure your Continuing Education Credits are applied
correctly.

ASFPM Region 6 Representative Update

Congressional Testimony https://www.floods.org/n-news-hottopics/article.asp?id=607
Flood Science Center Did you know that ASFPM has a Flood Science Center that can be accessed at https://
www.floodsciencecenter.org/?
Beginning in the 2017, ASFPM transitioned the Science Services Program to the
ASFPM Flood Science Center to support the concept of policy based upon science. The
center works to enhance and further develop collaborative relationships with federal,
academic, Foundation and non-governmental organization partners with a mission of
studying the technical, biologic, social and economic aspects of flood science.
The goal of the center is to use science to support ASFPM’s mission of promoting education, policies and activities
that mitigate current and future losses, costs and human suffering caused by flooding, and to protect the natural
and beneficial functions of floodplains - all without causing adverse impacts.
The Flood Science Center conducts projects and programs that address national, regional and local needs and are
led and supported by staff who possess a variety of abilities and technical expertise that help us deliver state-ofthe-science analysis, technical reports, course materials, mapping applications, project websites and more. The
center fosters a collaborative and creative environment providing an unprecedented opportunity to address flood
related challenges facing the nation. See our Research Interests or contact us to learn more.
Recent Board Meeting The ASFPM board met in Madison WI in early February (see the photo below of the frozen lake – it was COLD)
specifically to work on addressing member concerns and update the Association’s Strategic Plan. Your feedback
will be important to ensuring the Strategic Plan becomes a living document that guides the priorities of the
association to what the membership needs. Be on the lookout for the updated ASFPM Strategic Plan. The next
ASFPM board meeting is at the conference in Cleveland. If you have questions or comments you would like
shared at the board meeting, please reach out to Michelle Gonzales at mgonzales@rostan.com.
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DOTD’s latest issue of
FACTSHEET is now available!

You can access the newsletter here.

March 2019

Floodwatch

Page 16

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Conference Committee has been working to ensure this year’s
conference is one to remember. We have technical tours, great
speakers, interesting exhibits, receptions, music, and opportunities
for networking.
Conference Registration in now open for the 36th Annual Technical & Business Conference. This year will be located in Kenner, LA. Registration is easy through the online Membership portal. Click this link to register: 2019 Annual Technical & Business Conference Registration
Hotel registration will remain open until March 29, 2019. The group booking link is now ready
for use. Simply copy and paste the URL below into your browser to access the exclusive rates
available for this group:
Booking Link: http://group.hilton.com/LouisianaFloodplainManagement
Hotel: Hilton New Orleans Airport
Group Name: Louisiana Floodplain Management
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Space is still available for Wednesday’s Technical Tours. If you have already registered
and want to add a Technical Tour, please contact LFMA Membership Chair - Melissa Becker,
CFM (318) 487-5401 ext 16 or via email: treasurer@lfma.org
•

Tech Tour #1 - Open Space Tour - Golf

 Chateau Country Club, Kenner LA
•

Tech Tour #2 - Wetland/Marsh Creation Coast Boat Tour

 Travel by van then by boat to coastal areas surrounding Jefferson Parish where wetland
and marsh creation projects have been implemented that slow storm surge and create benefits to the natural floodplain functions. This area also created a huge Open Space benefit
in the recent CRS review.

•

Tech Tour #3 - Residential Elevation Site Visits & Wetland/Marsh Creation Boat Tour

 Travel by van to see Severe Repetitive Loss residential properties that were elevated
above the designated flood elevation to prevent future flood losses; then hop on the boat
to see coastal areas surrounding Jefferson Parish where wetland and marsh creation projects have been implemented that slow storm surge and create benefits to the natural
floodplain functions. Both the elevation projects and open space can provide CRS credits.
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Conference Agenda
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Conference Agenda
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ASFPM’s 43rd annual national conference in Cleveland, OH
"Flood Fest 2019: The Mitigation and Resilience Tour"

May 19-23, 2019
Huntington Convention Center
300 Lakeside Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44113

Click here for more details!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
LFMA Summer Workshop
July 19, 2019
Scott, LA

Workshop Contact: Tammy Vincent
Stay tuned for more details!
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Louisiana Floodplain Management Association
P.O. Box 64725
Baton Rouge, LA 70896

LFMA Board Members and Regional Representatives
CHAIRMAN:

WORKSHOP

Toby Fruge’, PE, CFM
(225) 926-5125

COORDINATOR:

toby@owenandwhite.com

Darla Duet CFM
(985) 537-7603
darlad@lafourchegov.org

VICE CHAIR,

Kara Moree, CFM

CAP:

(225) 755-2120
CONTINUING ED: Michelle Gonzales
(225) 223-2719

kmoree@bucharthorn.com
SECRETARY:

mgonzales@rostan.com

Darla Duet CFM
(985) 537-7603
darlad@lafourchegov.org

TREASURER,

Melissa Becker, CFM

MEMBERSHIP:

(318) 487-5401
mbecker@rapc.info

NEWSLETTER
EDITOR:

Vicki Holmes, CFM
(504) 919-0066
vickih@orleansshoring.com

EXECUTIVE

Theodore E. DeBaene, PE, CFM

STATE NFIP

Cindy O’Neal, CFM

DIRECTOR:

(225) 926-5125
tdebaene@owenand white.com

COORDINATOR:

(225) 379-3005

DRT:

Cindy.ONeal@LA.GOV

Shandy Heil, CFM
(225) 603-4090
shandyogeaheil@gmail.com

Region I

Region III

Region VI

Kim Reeves, CFM

Lisa Ledet, CFM

Melissa Becker, CFM

(504) 481-5132

(985) 873-6567

(318) 487-5401

tkreeves@cox.net

lisaledet@tpcg.org

mbecker@rapc.info

Mike Hunnicutt, CFM (alt)

Region IV

(202) 394-8493

Bonnie Anderson, CFM

Region VII

mandjhunnicutt@yahoo.com

(337) 654-9312

Juanita Fowler, CFM

Region II

floodmgr@gmail.com

(318) 357-3840

Jerri Daniels, CFM

Region V

juanita@natchitochesla.gov

(504) 872-3776

Dana Watkins, CFM

Region VIII

(337) 721-3600

Larry Walters, CBO, CFM

dwatkins@cppj.net

(318) 747-2454

jdaniels@dewberry.com
Bruce Dyson, PE, CFM (alt)
(225) 766-5358
bdyson@bha-engineers.com

lwalters@ibts.org
Lisa Richardson, CFM (alt)
(318) 398-9780
lrichadson@oppj.org

Floodwatch is published by the Louisiana Floodplain Management Association. Information and opinions contained
herein do not necessarily reflect the views of all members. Items for publication and other editorial matters should be
directed to the Editor: vickih@orleansshoring.com
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